
JNH PREPARE FOR MEMORY WALK ON OCTOBER 1
Jaquith Nursing Home is going “casual for 
a cause” in a couple of weeks, right before 
they get on the move to help end Alzheimer’s 
disease with the annual Memory Walk, the 
country’s largest event to promote awareness 
and raise funds for defeating the disease.

Mississippi State Hospital and Jaquith Nurs-
ing Home employees were encouraged to 
buy a purple “Casual for a Cause” t-shirt 
they’ll be able to wear on September 21, with 
proceeds going to the JNH Memory Walk 
team.  All employees are encouraged to join 
the team, urge their friends and family to join 
with them, and to come support the Alzheim-
er’s Association when they join the hundreds 
of others for the walk at The Renaissance in 
Ridgeland at 9 a.m. on October 1.  

“This is a great fundraiser every year and a 
great way for us to show our support,” JNH 
Recreation Supervisor Holly Haralson said.  “Alzheimer’s is 
a devastating disease, and that’s something we can see up and 
close and personal. 

“We want to do our part to end this disease, and we hope plen-
ty of people at Mississippi State Hospital and Jaquith Nursing 
Home join us to help do that.”

Those who do join the team will be among the hundreds who 
come to the central Mississippi walk and among the thousands 
who come out to support the Alzheimer’s Association all across 
the nation.  Events are held annually in the fall in nearly 600 
communities nationwide.  Since 1989, the walk, open to anyone 
and everyone who would like to show their support, has brought 
out millions of people to join the fight against Alzheimer’s dis-
ease.  During that time, it has raised more than $347 million for 
the cause. 

As of September 1, the Mississippi Chapter of the Alzheimer’s 
Association had raised almost $9,000.  It’s a good start, but there 
is a huge need to help fight the disease.  

What many people may not realize is that the disease is not sim-
ply memory loss; it is degenerative and a terminal illness.  It is 
the sixth-leading cause of death in the United States, and the 
fifth-leading cause of death for Americans older than 65.  From 
2000 to 2008, deaths from Alzheimer’s increased 66 percent, 
while deaths from other major diseases decreased.  

Besides the obvious, heart-wrenching effects on individuals and 
families, the disease has an enormous impact our communities 
and state and federal governments.  It is estimated that the cost of 
caring for those with Alzheimer’s disease will be $183 billion in 
2011, underscoring why it is so necessary to raise funds, aware-
ness, and support for the disease.

One person who was moved to take part in the walk is Deborah 
Talton, a licensed practical nurse at Mississippi State Hospital.  
She started her own team before she ever heard about the Jaquith 
Nursing Home team.  Her family, friends, and church members 
all said they would support her if she decided to walk, so she 
went ahead and signed up to do just that.
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Janet Dickinson recently joined Jaquith Nursing Home as Nurse Administrator



It may not be the norm on every Jaquith Nursing Home inn, but 
on Monroe Inn, it’s not unusual to hear someone belting out old 
gospel or blues songs, with some boogie-woogie piano pounding 
accompanying it and everything. 

That’s because the residents there often ask Administrator Jim 
Dedeaux to entertain them with some of the tunes he’s become 
known for playing, and, as a lover of all music, he’s more than 
happy to oblige his residents.  It all started several years back 
when a New Orleans musician would take to playing the piano 
while visiting some of her relatives here. 

“She’d say ‘Come on Jim, can’t you play?’” Dedeaux said.  “I 
said I could play a few chords, and so she’d play and sing some-
thing, and I’d play a little something, and all the residents would 
come see us. 

“Then whenever they’d see me, they’d ask me to play, but I can’t 
read a word of music.” 

What he can do is play chords, sing plenty of old-time “boogie-
woogie” and “honkey tonk” tunes, and, as he put it, sing every 
hymn in the Methodist hymnal.    And don’t forget gospel. 

“Even some of Elvis Presley’s best music is his gospel stuff,” 
Dedeaux said.   

There are pianos on both Building 40 and Building 41, and one 
of them is there because of Dedeaux.  He found it at an old pawn 
shop, and while it may have been a little out of tune, it was still 
in good shape.   He knew how much it would be enjoyed on the 
building, and it was his for only $100.  He’s happy to play it 
when he has a chance, and the residents of Monroe Inn are happy 
to hear it. 

Jim Dedeaux has been employed at Mississippi State Hospital 
since the 1990s, first working as a unit coordinator, and later 
moving on to become a nursing home administrator.  Before that, 
he spent years as an attorney with the Attorney General’s office.
 
A Gulfport native, he originally came to the Jackson area with 

the Attorney General’s office to help set up legal services for 
senior citizens through the Mississippi Council on Aging.  He 
eventually became general counsel for the Department of Hu-
man Services, where he supervised eight staff attorneys and 10 
state investigators and auditors. 

He’s got plenty of stories to tell about his time there, ranging 
from shenanigans where his coworkers helped their opposing 
lawyers inadvertently run awry of a strict judge’s courtroom 
rules to an eventful hunting trip with a federal judge.  

Eventually though, he felt it was time for a change, and he had the 
opportunity to come to the hospital.  It was quite a change from 
what he does now, but he’s had one thing in common through 
several of the jobs he’s held; he’s worked with senior citizens for 
much of his career. 

ADMINISTRATOR JIM DEDEAUX ALWAYS ENTERTAINING FOR MONROE INN RESIDENTS

“This is my first year to walk,” she said.  “I just thought it would 
be nice to do something to show my support for the Alzheimer’s 
Association.”  

That was around the beginning of August, and in a month, she 
was able to get six people to join her team.  When she found out 
that JNH had its own team, they decided to have a little friendly 
competition to see who would have the biggest show of support 
at the Memory Walk.

Anyone can visit www.alz.org and click on the Mississippi link 
to join or donate to either team.  Haralson’s team is the official 
Jaquith Nursing Home team, while Talton and her supporters 
called their team the Memory Chasers.  

“I just hope that between the two of us we can get really get out 
there, raise some funds, and spread the word about this walk,” 
Talton said.
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The “Balloon Room” on Building 38 is often used to host parties 
and volunteer groups who visit the campus, but Jaquith Nursing 
Home residents are getting some regular use out of it with a clas-
sic American pastime.  

The room is being used to host a bi-weekly “Let’s Go to the 
Movies” event in which residents get together for some snacks, 
refreshments, and some time well-spent with a classic movies or 
TV shows that they almost-assuredly enjoyed in the past.  The 
first event was held to a packed room on Tuesday, August 23.

“The first ‘Let’s Go to the Movies’ event in the Balloon Room was 
a great success. I appreciate everyone so much for coming over 
& enjoying some classic TV episodes from the 1950s, popcorn 
and punch,” Special Activities Coordinator Paula Eure said.  
“We’ll be doing this a couple of times a month, so I hope we 
keep having such a great turnout every time we host one.”

Eure and other members of the recreation staff prepared for the 
classic movie marathon by setting up enough chairs for every-
one to enjoy it, of course, but the centerpiece is the big-screen 
television that dominates the room.  Along with the collection 
of classic movies, the screen will offer plenty of entertainment 
for everyone who wants to come enjoy and reminisce with some 
silver screen favorites.

The collection in the Balloon Room includes everything from 
John Wayne westerns to Funniest Moments of the 20th Century, 
so there is plenty to like.  Eure will keep the themes of the mov-
ies and shows changing each time they host an event to keep 
things new and interesting for the residents.

“I don’t mind bringing some of my own or renting something if 
there is a movie that our residents would like to see but we don’t 
have,” Eure said.  “It’s fun for them, but it’s fun for the staff to 
get to enjoy these classics right alongside them.”

If the response goes as she hopes it does, Eure said that JNH 
could end up having some more activities on the weeks when 
they’re not hosting “Let’s Go to the Movies.”  She was thinking 
that getting such a large group together to play Bingo would be 
fun.

“We can get some small prizes to offer, and serve some punch to 
everyone,” Eure said.  “I’m delighted to put the Balloon Room 
to some real fun use and am looking forward to doing more with 
our Jaquith residents here.”

‘BALLOON ROOM’ BEING PUT TO FUN USE FOR JNH RESIDENTS

“I’ve always loved older people and the experience they have,” 
he said.  “They could tell you stories about the past that are in-
teresting no matter what.  I used to listen to stories about the 
Depression and how they got through that.  It’s a learning experi-
ence.  The knowledge they have is unbelievable if you take the 
time to listen to them.” 

That’s how he learned to play piano – an older neighbor taught 
him while he was a kid growing up in Gulfport.   He not only 
learned how to bang out chords and songs on piano, he also 
learned how to build hot rods and airplane engines.   

And while it wasn’t a senior citizen who helped him not long 
after he came to work at MSH, it was a friend who had been 
here longer than him.   One of the nursing home administrators 
was a preceptor who could oversee Dedeaux while he was an 
administrator-in-training.   At that time, Jaquith Nursing Home 
wasn’t even made up of the five, separately-licensed inns like it 
is today, so needless to say that Dedeaux has been around for a 

while and seen plenty of change on the MSH and JNH campus. 
 
He’s proud to work at Jaquith Nursing Home, even though he 
said many people don’t realize the state has such a facility.   In 
contrast to many private nursing homes, Dedeaux pointed out 
that JNH has full-time doctors, social workers and nurses, where 
private facilities often have a smaller clinical staff, much of it 
contracted. 

“Our professional medical staff is here full time and they come 
to the buildings every day,” he said.   “So our residents really 
have better care than they do in the private homes.”  

He may not be learning how to rebuild engines from his elders 
anymore, but he said he still enjoys being around seniors and the 
residents on Monroe Inn and the rest of Jaquith Nursing Home.  

“They’re just a joy to be around,” Dedeaux said.  “I’ve learned 
that there are things you can’t just learn on your own.  You need 
to have someone to learn from.” 
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While Serendipity will be taking place on the MSH campus next week, 
some Jaquith Nursing Home residents had their own art show recently, 
“Artful Creations.”  

Residents on B-28, Madison Inn, spent July working on several differ-
ent kinds of art projects, and after several weeks of hard work, they had 
a reception and show to display all of their completed artwork.  B-28 
was filled with paper craft, colorful depictions of summer beaches and 
more as residents enjoyed refreshments and relaxed around their ac-
complishments.

Though residents have been able to take part in art classes through Art 
Services, the reception on Madison Inn was new.  Recreation Therapist 
Deborah Bland said the art has become a favorite activity of residents.  

“This is one of their favorite leisure activities,” she said.  “We’ve just 
been trying to do some new ideas, so we had this art exhibit.  They re-
ally enjoy it, so we’re going to be doing it again.”

MADISON INN ENJOYS ‘ARTFUL CREATIONS’
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