
Six generations of family members gathered on Sunday, Jan. 16 
to celebrate a milestone that not many people are able to reach.

That milestone was the 100th birthday of Edward Dickens Gray, 
who reached the century mark on Jan. 17.  Friends and family 
came from all over the state and country to celebrate the oc-
casion, marked by a party that included two different choirs, a 
little bit of preaching and a lot of memories of the centenarian, a 
Jefferson Davis County native who now lives at Jaquith Nursing 
Home.

“For me, it’s been a special journey in this life to think of such 
a man that God has blessed us with, that we can share 100 years 
of his life on this earth with him here,” said his grandson, Kevin 
McGee.  “And we can say ‘I love you,’ with him here today.”

His friends and family showed their love by standing to their feet 
and singing “Happy Birthday” as he made his entrance, followed 
by a round of applause from the 100-plus crowd.  

Mississippi State Hospital Chaplain Jimmy Davis spoke from 
Psalms, reading, “Our days may come to seventy years, or eighty, 
if our strength endures.”

“So I pause now and say God must have given you strength, sir,” 
he said.

Two groups formed choirs, with one choir composed of staff 
from Jaquith Nursing Home’s Madison Inn.  They brought tears 
to eyes with their renditions of classic gospel hymns they sang 
because they knew how much the guest of honor enjoyed them.

Gray was also presented with a proclamation from the mayor of 

JAQUITH NURSING HOME RESIDENT CELEBRATES A CENTURY

Great-nephew Kenny Warner brings a round of laughter out of everyone as 
he gives his uncle $100 - a dollar for every year.
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Edward Gray was recognized along with his family in February’s Leg-
islative Appreciation Breakfast.  Pictured are (seated, l to r) Carl Gray, 
Edward Gray, (standing, l to r) Jewell Hawthorne, Edwina Brown, Ervin 
Gray, Rev. Ronnie Brown, Judith Brown, and Larry Brown.



It’s been emphasized before, but the volunteers who come to Ja-
quith Nursing Home throughout the year make a huge difference 
in the lives of those residents who call Jaquith home.

Perhaps even more importantly, though, is the fact that many 
groups take care to involve their children and grandchildren in 
their visits, instilling a legacy of service and volunteering into 
the minds of the younger generations.

“We try to use that as a teaching tool for our young children,” said 
Bernice Jefferson, with Fairview Missionary Baptist Church.  
“We want to let them know that just because we’re healthy now, 
we don’t know from one day to the next where we will be. We try 
and teach them to enjoy themselves as they grow up, but to also 
make the best and give God their time.”

Jefferson’s church group was last here in December, when many 
volunteer groups visit the campus to throw parties for patients.  

JAQUITH VOLUNTEERS CONTINUE THEIR LEGACY OF SERVICE

Mt. Olive, recognizing him not simply for his age, but for his 
history of service and community involvement in the area.  He 
had friends and family from not just Mt. Olive there, but nearly 
half the room stood when anyone from Prentiss, Mt. Olive, Men-
denhall and Magee were asked to rise.  

Of course, family members had their turn at the podium, stand-
ing beside the guest of honor to share their memories of “Uncle 
E.D.” Their stories brought a lot of laughter to the audience, but 
also some tears to eyes as they told how Gray had inspired them 
throughout their lives.  

McGee brought laughter to the room when he told a story about 
how, as a child, Gray taught him the value of hard work on a day 
his grandfather and the rest of their family were getting ready to 
go out into the fields to pick crops for their food.

“I decided that maybe I would sleep in,” McGee said.  “E.D. 
Gray, being his calm and usual self, tried to get everybody to 
hurry up so they could go out in the field so we could get those 
peas, but I was saying I wasn’t working that day.

He remembers his grandfather saying “Oh, you’re not?” be-
fore calmly turning to the rest of the family to announce that he 
wouldn’t be eating that day either.  

“You mean I won’t be getting any of that fried okra, that chicken 
or cornbread?” McGee remembers thinking.  “I think I better go 
to work.”

Gray’s great-nephew Kenny Warner told of how he had once 
promised another uncle $100 if he lived to see his 100th birth-
day.  He ended up paying the money to that uncle, and now said 
he found himself in a similar situation with Uncle. E.D.

“Uncle E.D., I never dreamed I’d have to pay you,” he said.  “But 
since I’m here, guess what I’ve got in my pocket?  One hundred 
dollars,” he said to a room filled with laughter and clapping.

“I love you Uncle E.D., and I’m going to be back here when you 
make 110 with some more money.” 

His great-great-niece Denise Jackson, who has had several firsts 
in her career as a police officer, was recently featured in a news-
paper article that talked about her tradition of making history.  
Looking at the headline, she said, all she could think of was her 
Uncle E.D.

She summed up everyone’s feelings with her closing comments.

“We take a lot of things for granted.  We take a lot of little things 
for granted, but the most important thing is the love of family,” 
she said.  

“Uncle E.D., I love you.  This is your day, and there are many 
more to come.”
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During that visit, parents, grandparents, and 
grandchildren all gathered on Adams Inn, 
Building 31, for a large party.  

“We bring them every time we come,” she said.  
“Parents bring their children or grandchildren, 
and every time they bring them, we enjoy it and 
let them be a part of what’s going on.”  

Some of the younger volunteers who have been 
out several times have started getting familiar 
with some of the residents.  They even noticed 
when one particular resident, known for his 
singing, didn’t make it to the Christmas party 
in December.  

“They’re noticing things like that, and they’re 
getting a lot out of it,” Jefferson said.  “I think 
they’re looking forward to it.  It means a lot to 
them and I have heard some more of them say-
ing they want to do it next time.”

Cynthia Barker is a member of Bethel Baptist 
Church in Rankin County.  While her group, 
Women’s Own Mission, has been coming for 
around seven years, they just recently brought 
a younger group to Monroe Inn, Building 40, 
with them.  The Girls in Action group from her 
church joined them for a Valentine’s party they 
had last month.

“We had some GA’s with their parents, and they 
loved it too,” Barker said.

Her group usually visits Monroe Inn, and that’s 
where they went in December and February.  Barker said that in 
her experience, February was the first time children or youth had 
been out to volunteer with them in several years.

With a group of younger girls, she expected them to be a little bit 
shy since they were visiting people they hadn’t had a chance to 
meet before, but she was surprised. One girl even went upstairs 
with just a JNH staff member to pass out valentines, which sur-
prised her a little bit, she said.  

“I was really blessed by that, because they’re all in sixth grade or 
below, and we didn’t know how they would react, but they loved 
it,” Barker said.  

They had some food, handed out valentines, and shared some 
cookies during that visit.  The girls also had fun painting finger-
nails of some of the women there, who enjoyed the opportunity 
to have their nails painted while not having to do the work them-
selves.

“It’s just nice to know they enjoy what we’re doing,” Barker 
said.  “I’m sure we’ll do it again,” she said.

Jefferson and her group from Fairview Missionary Baptist 
Church are already planning their next trip.  They’ll come during 
the summer to bring refreshments like cantaloupe, watermelons, 
cookies, crackers, and punch.

She and her husband, Robert, have been volunteering at Mis-
sissippi State Hospital and Jaquith Nursing Home for 31 years 
without fail.  It was they who convinced other members of their 
church to begin coming, and they’ve been doing it without fail 
since.

“We enjoy it, and we want to do our Christian duty to help oth-
ers,” Robert said. 
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Friends and family members who attended the December Jaquith Fam-
ily Council meeting were able to get a first-hand glance at just what a 
busy season the holidays are for JNH residents and staff.

While Social Services Supervisor Rena Rideout told everyone about 
the many activities JNH residents had been up to over the previous 
months, Mississippi State Hospital Public Relations Director Kathy 
Denton shared some details about the Christmas House and volunteer 
programs that take place during November and December.  

“In September we had our senior citizens banquet, in October we went 
to the state fair in Jackson, we had a fall festival, and a pumpkin deco-
rating contest for Halloween, in November we celebrated Thanksgiv-
ing, and to kick off Christmas, we had our Christmas parade on Dec. 
3,” Rideout said.  

“We also have a lot of Christmas parties scheduled, Santa Day, the 
Singing Christmas Tree, and a New Year’s celebration at the end of the 
month.”

Since then, residents have also had a Valentine’s Day banquet, got to 
see the Dixie National Wagon Train as it rolled through the campus, 
and enjoyed a celebration in honor of St. Patrick’s Day.  

But at the last Family Council, the focus was on Christmas, as the holi-
day season was in full swing.  Denton told everyone about how busy 
the Christmas season is at JNH – there were 20 Christmas parties on 
campus that day alone – and invited them to tour the Christmas House, 
where volunteers drop off donations and where staff members prepare 
gift bags for all JNH residents.

“We’ll have boxes of makeup, boxes of table games, boxes of personal 

care items, wallets, transistor radios, and a little bit of everything you 
can think of,” Denton said.

From there, JNH recreation staff comes over to pick out things they 
know their residents need and will enjoy.  They’re passed out on the 
buildings, along with candy and fruit bags that everyone gets.

“And we try to make sure that every patient and resident gets to enjoy 
at least one Christmas party during the season,” Denton said.  

JNH ended up having more than 50 parties during the 2010 Christmas 
season, with more than 600 volunteers participating and giving their 
time.  In addition to the volunteers and other community leaders who 
visit, family members and friends are encouraged to visit as often as 
they can.

“We invite you to come out and participate in your loved ones’ lives 
any time you would like to,” Rideout said.  “This is their home, and we 
want you to be able to share it with them.”

DECEMBER FAMILY COUNCIL FOCUSES ON CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES

Jaquith Nursing Home has been named one of 
the best nursing homes in the state by the federal 
government’s Centers for Medicare and Medic-
aid Services.  The good news was reported by 
US News Health Rankings.  JNH placed fourth 
overall in the state.  The ratings were decided by 
health inspections, nurse staffing, and medical 
care.  Many thanks go out to our JNH staff who 
helped make this possible. 

“This is an honor for our staff, and they’re to be 
commended for this recognition,” JNH Director 
Marc Lewis said.  “Our staff does an incredible 
job year-round, and this is a reflection of that. “

Pictured are members of Jaquith Nursing Home’s 
leadership team.  

JAQUITH NAMED ONE OF TOp NURSING HOMES 
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