
JAQUITH NURSING HOME WELCOMES NEW NURSE ADMINISTRATOR
Jaquith Nursing Home is welcoming its new nurse administrator 
this month as Janet Dickinson joins the JNH administration to 
oversee the nursing staff.

Dickinson is coming from another Department of Mental Health 
facility, Central Mississippi Residential Center in Newton, and 
said she is looking forward to the chance to work at Jaquith 
Nursing Home.

“I love working with older populations,” Dickinson said.  “I feel 
like they have much to offer those who are taking care of them.”

She began her nursing career at East Mississippi State Hospital, 
another DMH facility, and has worked in a variety of positions 
since.  She was director of nursing at a private facility for 12 
years before going back to school to obtain her Nursing Home 
Administrator license.  After that, she joined the State Veterans 
Affairs Board as a nurse consultant.  For the past four years, she 
has been at CMRC.  

“What I’ve found is that I’ve been very proud of the care that the 
state provides our nursing home residents,” she said.  “I’ve had 
very good experiences and it’s been very positive.”

While she began her career at EMSH, she always kind of as-
sumed she would return there some day.  Instead, she’s found her 
way to Jaquith Nursing Home, but she is happy with that.

“I felt this was a wonderful opportunity, and I’m excited about 
coming back to a nursing home, even though I loved working at 
CMRC,” she said.  

Her desire to work in the nursing field has been around since she 
was a child – she often took care of family members when they 
were sick, and she found she enjoyed helping out and healing 
the sick.

“I think being needed is good for my mental health as well,” 
she said. 

She’s eager to meet everyone on the campus, become  part of the 
team, and begin contributing as soon as possible, she said, and 

her biggest hope is that she can be a source of support for anyone 
who needs it – staff and residents alike.  Her biggest goal is to 
make Jaquith Nursing Home the best nursing home in the state.

“I want us to be the best we can be,” Dickinson said.

Her biggest challenge, though, is something a little bit different. 
 
“I feel like my biggest challenge here will be finding my way 
around on campus,” she said with a laugh.  
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Janet Dickinson recently joined Jaquith Nursing Home as Nurse Administrator



Congratulations to Jaquith Nursing Home for another successful 
National Nursing Home Week, that was celebrated May 8-14.

Residents and staff stayed busy all week with activities ranging 
from a pep rally to an Iron Chef food competition and even a 
couple of competitive games.  The theme for this year’s National 
Nursing Home Week was “Fulfilling the Promise.”  It was se-
lected to honor people who enrich the lives of those they serve, 
adding value to life and helping to overcome the challenges that 
are faced by many later on in life. 

The activities began on Monday morning with a pep rally in the 
auditorium on B-38.  Staff members and residents alike showed 
their enthusiasm by dressing in themed colors and letting loose 
with some original cheers.  After they had settled down a little 
bit, everyone enjoyed the rest of their morning with some music 
and dancing in the auditorium before the pep rally came to a 
close.

Tuesday may have been early in the week, but it was a highlight 
for a lot of people.  Iron Chef Jaquith returned again this year.  
The five inns of Jaquith were tasked with coming up with some 
tasty desserts for special judges Kelly Breland, Kathy Denton, 
and Bo Chastain.  It was difficult to decide, but the winners were:  
Adams Inn, Best Overall Dessert; Jefferson Inn, Best Overall 

Presentation; Madison Inn, Most Resident Involvement; Jaquith 
Inn, Best Theme Representation; and Monroe Inn, Best Dessert/
Theme Correlation.

Residents got to spend some more time outdoors on Wednes-
day morning with a wagon ride around Friends Park, but things 
calmed down later on in the day when they visited the auditori-
um again for a concert from famed pianist George Winston.  The 
internationally-known pianist, who has his roots in the Jackson 
area, stopped by the hospital before an upcoming tour to Korea.  
Known for his own instrumentals as well as his tributes to the 
music of Vince Guaraldi, he put on a great show for everyone 
who attended.

Thursday got off to a good start with a fashion show on Madison 
Inn.  Residents and staff got to show off their favorite styles and 
looks, but later in the day they got a little more active by get-
ting outside and enjoying a softball game that afternoon.  Things 
came to a close on Friday after a football game and cookout for 
Jaquith residents.  

Thanks to everyone who supported Jaquith Nursing Home and 
our staff and residents during National Nursing Home Week 
2011!

JNH CELEBRATES A SUCCESSFUL NATIONAL NURSING HOME WEEK 2011
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SUMMER IS HEATING UP FOR JNH RESIDENTS
The summer may be heating up, but it’s not slowing down any-
one at Jaquith Nursing Home.

The past several weeks have brought several activities to the 
campus:  residents participated in the annual fishing rodeo in 
April, they gathered to honor the country’s service men and 
women for a Memorial Day recognition ceremony in May.

If that’s not enough, one of the biggest events of the summer is 
still coming up.  The annual Mississippi State Hospital Indepen-
dence Day celebration will be Wednesday, June 29, from 7 p.m. 
to 9 p.m.  Patients and residents will join others from the com-
munity to celebrate the nation’s independence, as well as witness 
a spectacular professional fireworks show.

While they didn’t catch the first place prize for biggest fish 
caught at the fishing rodeo, Jaquith residents did manage to grab 
second, third and fourth places.  

Many residents also joined with others on the MSH campus for 
the Memorial Day recognition in the auditorium on Building 38.  

While the holiday is in remembrance of men and women who 
have died in service of the United States military, Mississippi 
State Hospital made sure to recognize those veterans of the ser-
vice who are at the hospital or Jaquith Nursing Home, including 
patients, residents and employees alike.  The speaker at the cer-
emony was Micah D. Taylor, a licensed master social worker and 
member of the Army National Guard.  She is a working veteran 
who serves other veterans through her advocacy and counseling 
role at the Jackson Vet Center providing readjustment counseling 
to combat veterans and military trauma victims.

Around the campus, community recreation provides men and 
women basketball games, softball games, and volleyball games 
regularly for residents.  

One big upcoming event is the Alzheimer’s Walk, scheduled for 
October 11.  Plans are just now being made, so more information 
will be upcoming, but those interested can find out more by visit-
ing www.alz.org/walk. 

Each and every Jaquith Nursing Home resi-
dent got a handmade Easter card this year, 
thanks to students in the Rankin County 
School District’s Frontiers Extended Day 
Enrichment Program. 

Hundreds of students in the Frontiers pro-
gram made cards by hand, and Frontiers Di-
rector Sherrye Thompson delivered them to 
the nursing home, on Wednesday, April 20.  

“We’re in our 23rd year as an after-school 
program, where we do homework and 
school work, but we also try to do service 
projects and give the children a chance to 
understand giving is as important as receiv-
ing,” Thompson said.  

The Frontiers students have donated to JNH 
residents for the past several years.  Their 
other community projects have included fundraisers for pediatric 
burn patients and donating teddy bears to local children.

JNH Director Marc Lewis said he is happy the local students 
took time to make Easter brighter for residents.

“Not everyone is able to be with family during the holiday, so 

we’re very happy for these students to take the time to create 
these cards for our residents,” Lewis said.  “It’s a very thought-
ful, nice gesture that I know our residents will appreciate very 
much.  We’re glad Frontiers thought of us.”

FRONTIERS STUDENTS GIVE EASTER CARDS TO JAQUITH NURSING HOME RESIDENTS
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Pictured are (l to r) MSH Volunteer Services Director Sheila Shows, JNH Recreation Director Holly Haralson, 
Frontiers Director Sherrye Thompson and JNH Director Marc Lewis.  Students taking part in the Frontiers Ex-
tended Day Enrichment Program with Rankin County School District made Easter cards for residents at Jaquith 
Nursing Home.  



Those who attended the Saturday, March 12 Jaquith Family Council 
heard an interesting and invaluable presentation from iSekurity, a secu-
rity firm specializing in identity theft.

Around 50 friends and family members came for the chance to visit 
their loved ones and Jaquith leadership, but they also learned about 
what iSekurity said is the fastest growing crime in the country – iden-
tity theft.

“Each of us needs to have a plan to protect ourselves and every mem-
ber of our family,” said Michelle Whitaker, Sales Representative and 
Trainer with iSekurity.  “It’s as imperative as insurance on our car or a 
lock on our front door.”

It’s especially important for seniors or their caretakers to be aware of 
the growing threat of identity theft, she said, because someone’s Social 
Security number is often the entry point for many thieves to gain access 
to someone else’s identity.  

“That’s why seniors are especially vulnerable, because their Social 
Security numbers are printed on their Medicare card,” Whitaker said.  
“Many senior citizens carry their Medicare card with them at all times, 
because you never know when a medical emergency can happen and 
they’ll need that card.”

Identity theft has become so common now that someone’s identity is 
stolen every three seconds in the United States, she said.  In 2008, there 
were 10 million American victims, or 34,000 every single day.  It has 
cost Americans $50 billion a year, but it’s such a large problem that po-
lice are only able to investigate around 10 percent of the cases reported.

Gaining access to another’s Social Security number can lead to any 
number of types of identity theft, Whitaker said.  Thieves with bad 
credit use that to open credit card accounts in someone else’s name.  
Credit card fraud accounts for 26 percent of identity theft crimes.  
They’ll also open utility accounts, and sometimes file for tax returns 

that aren’t theirs.  Either one can lead to all kinds of other troubles for 
someone.

Fortunately, Whitaker also told about some basic steps everyone can 
take to help protect themselves from identity theft.

Since everyone is guaranteed at least one free credit report a year, she 
recommended checking with one of the three major credit bureaus 
– Equifax, Experian, and Transunion – once every year.  Instead of 
checking all three at one time though, do one every four months.  That 
will mean getting only one report at a time, but since they should all 
be very similar, it can keep track of credit reports throughout the whole 
year instead of waiting another whole year for another one.

Whitaker also recommended opting out of all junk mail and unsolicited 
credit card offers.  Likewise, shred or cut up those offers that are re-
ceived, along with other mail that has personal information on it.  That 
lowers the chances of someone finding sensitive information on some-
thing already thrown away.  Also make sure to sign up for the National 
Do Not Call Registry.

Another good idea is to take mail to the post office instead of putting 
it in a box and raising the flag.  Along with picking up mail as soon as 
possible, that will make sure mail isn’t left in a box for someone else to 
come along and take.  

Above all, never, ever give out a Social Security number to someone 
who asks for it on the phone.

In addition to Whitaker’s presentation, Jaquith staff were available 
to speak with family members, and Social Services Supervisor Rena 
Rideout encouraged them to visit with the staff and share questions, 
concerns or anything else with them.

“This is their home, and we want to do everything we can to make our 
residents feel at home here,” Rideout said.

SENIORS WARNED OF ID THEFT AT JAQUITH FAMILY COUNCIL
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Pictured are (l to r) Michelle Whitaker, JNH Director Marc Lewis, and Kathy Berry.  Whitaker and Berry are representatives of iSekurity, an identity theft security firm.  They 
gave a presentation at the March 12 JNH Family Council and shared information on why seniors should be especially vigilant in regards to identity theft.


