
A nurse on Jefferson Inn got a surprise anniver-
sary gift a couple of weeks ago, but it wasn’t 
from her husband.

Instead, Amy Carpenter was surprised when 
Jefferson Inn resident Ethel Whittington-Hayes 
presented her with a small black book, almost 
like a photo album, but instead of pictures it 
was filled with cut-outs and sayings from cards, 
newspapers and magazines that all express her 
congratulations and happiness for Carpenter’s 
and her husband’s wedding anniversary.  

“This is just beautiful,” Carpenter said.  “I had 
not been expecting this at all, but it is just so 
nice and so beautiful.”

Originally from Indianola but now a resident 
of Brandon, Carpenter has worked at the hos-
pital for five years.  She doesn’t even work on 
the same building as Whittington; they had 
only met when Carpenter was pulled over from 
Building 29 to Building 33.  But they had spo-
ken and gotten to know each other enough for Carpenter to have 
given Whittington a photo of her family.  In fact, that photo is 
what led to the surprise gift.

“I had no idea she knew when my anniversary is,” Carpenter 
said.  “I thought I had just mentioned it one time and it stuck 
with her.”

Instead, it was actually Carpenter’s husband who had let Whit-
tington know.  A contract nurse, he got called in to work on B-33 
one day when he saw a photo that he recognized – his wife and 
son.  After talking with Whittington, he learned how much she 
enjoyed it when his wife worked on her building.  He just hap-
pened to mention that their anniversary was coming up.

Whittington loves doing arts and crafts.  Her room is filled with 
more projects she’s done, she likes to write and color, and her 
building is filled with the large puzzles she’s completed.  She 
knew right away she wanted to do something for Carpenter.  

She put a little bit of everything into the book she made for Car-
penter – some humorous, wedding-themed cartoons, some feel-
good sayings, and some congratulations on the anniversary.  

“I couldn’t make my mind up,” she said.  

When she was done, Whittington had someone else go get Car-
penter so she could surprise her.  Carpenter was a little surprised 
to be getting called over to another building by another staff 
member, and said she had no idea what was going on.

“I didn’t know if I was in trouble or not,” she said with a laugh.  
“We came upstairs, but when I got there, she brought me this, 
and I started crying.  She said she wanted to give me this for my 
anniversary, and I cried a little bit more.”

Whittington spent a whole day working on the book, something 
that flatters Carpenter when she thinks about it.

A SURPRISE ANNIVERSARY GIFT FOR A JNH EMPLOYEE
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JAQUITH NURSING HOME SUPPORTS WALK TO END ALZHEIMER’S

More than 30 people joined the Jaquith Nursing Home team on 
Saturday, Oct. 1 as they walked in the Alzheimer’s Association 
“Walk to End Alzheimer’s” at The Renaissance in Ridgeland.

After weeks of recruiting team members and raising funds, the 
JNH team was able to raise more than $1,000 to contribute to the 
Alzheimer’s Association’s efforts to defeating the disease, which 
is the sixth-leading cause of death in the United States, and the 
fifth-leading cause of death for Americans older than 65.  The 
walk, held annually in the fall in nearly 600 communities nation-
wide, is the Alzheimer’s Association’s biggest fundraiser of the 
year.  Since 1989 it has brought out millions of people to join the 
fight against Alzheimer’s disease.  

Working at a long-term care facility, employees of Jaquith 
Nursing Home often see the effects of the disease up close and 
personal.  Because of that experience, their family and friends 
joined them to help make up the walk team.

“Alzheimer’s Disease is so heart-wrenching for both family 
members and caregivers,” JNH team leader Holly Haralson said.  
“We serve many people who have this dreadful disease here at 
Jaquith Nursing Home. I am so grateful for everyone’s dedica-
tion for this year’s event. Our efforts will not go unnoticed and 
we will continue to fight for a cure.”

“Most of us don’t even have a whole day to spend on ourselves, 
much less to spend on someone else,” Carpenter said.  

But Carpenter had always wanted to be able to help other people 
with her life.  She’s wanted to be a nurse for as long as she can 
remember.

“My mom being a nurse, and the fact that I love taking care of 
people, made me want to be a nurse,” Carpenter said.  “I just 
always felt the need to take care of people, even animals.  I don’t 

care what you are.  If you’re not feeling well, I just want to get 
you back up and running.”

That attitude is something that the residents must pick up on af-
ter they spend a little bit of time with her.  But as Carpenter 
shared a hug with Whittington, she told her exactly why she had 
originally taken such a liking to her.

“You always listen to me,” Whittington told Carpenter. 

 continued from page 11

Pictured are Jaquith Nursing Home employees, along with their friends and family, who participated in the 2011 Walk to 
End Alzheimer’s on Saturday, Oct. 1.  The team raised more than $1,000 to donate to the Alzheimer’s Association.  
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The Board of Trustees of the American Hospital Association (AHA) 
has appointed Jaquith Nursing Home Director Marc Lewis as its 
principal representative to The Joint Commission’s Professional and 
Technical Advisory Committee for the Long Term Care program. 

As such, he will represent the interests and policies of the nation’s 
hospitals and health systems to the Joint Commission, an indepen-
dent, not-for-profit organization that accredits and certifies more than 
19,000 health care organizations and programs in the United States. 
Joint Commission accreditation and certification is recognized na-
tionwide as a symbol of quality that reflects an organization’s com-
mitment to meeting certain performance standards.  This appointment 
is for a two-year term beginning, January 1, 2012 and ending Decem-
ber 31, 2013.  The Professional and Technical Advisory Committee 
serves a formal advisory function, reviewing all policies, procedures 
and standards that will be used in the accreditation process. 

The AHA is the national organization that represents and serves all 
types of hospitals, health care networks, and their patients and com-
munities. It is made up of 40,000 individual members and nearly 
5,000 hospitals, health care systems, networks and other providers of 
care.  Through its efforts, AHA ensures that members’ perspectives 
and needs are heard and addressed in national health policy develop-
ment, legislative and regulatory debates, and judicial matters. 

LEWIS APPOINTED TO REPRESENT AMERICAN HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION

Holly Haralson, Director of Recreation Services for Jaquith 
Nursing Home, has been selected to serve on the University of 
Mississippi Park and Recreation Management Advisory Board. 

The University of Mississippi Park and Recreation Management 
Advisory Board brings together professionals from public, com-
mercial, and not-for-profit sectors that represent the recreation 
and leisure service fields.  It provides the opportunity for its 
members to have valuable input on issues pertaining to academ-
ics and the world beyond campus.

“I am humbled by the nomination and election to be a PRM Ad-
visory Board Member,” Haralson said.  “I look forward to serv-
ing with fellow recreation professionals and former professors.

“As a student, I served on the board as a liaison and member at 
large.  My role as a Certified Therapeutic Recreation Special-
ist (CTRS) would be to bring knowledge and information about 
geriatrics to be considered for the current curriculum of classes.” 

The purpose of the PRM Advisory Board is to support the goals 
and mission of the Park and Recreation Division, to advise the 
program coordinator and department chair on matters related to 

enrollment, curriculum, and degrees relevant to the profession 
and accreditation, to secure contributions for the PRM Student 
Endowment Scholarship Fund, and to assist in awarding scholar-
ships to qualifying students.

Haralson has been employed at Jaquith Nursing Home, located 
on the grounds of Mississippi State Hospital, for four years.  She 
is a resident of Pearl, Miss.  

JAQUITH NURSING HOME’S HARALSON 
APPOINTED TO PARK AND RECREATION BOARD
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Holly Haralson



Jaquith Nursing Home residents had a great time this October 
with one of the highlights of fall around the campus.

The annual pumpkin decorating contest was once again a big 
hit, with residents and staff members going above and beyond to 
turn a bunch of garden variety pumpkins into patriotic soldiers, 
mummies, monsters, and even a show of support for Breast Can-
cer Awareness Month.  

Building 46 won the most creative award in the annual contest, 
with elaborate skull and crossbones carved into a pumpkin to 
match the warning that was placed on the front door.  Resi-
dents dressed up as pirates to warn off anyone coming around 
the building, but people were attracted anyway to the elaborate 
spread of food that included such snacks as  little ships made out 
of deviled eggs.  

Building 40 won the award for most resident involvement.  Resi-
dents there turned a pumpkin into a very detailed skull with a 
devilish grin, along with a slightly-less scary mummy to go 
along with it.  

Building 29 took home the award for the best pumpkin presenta-
tion.  In homage to Jefferson Inn Administrator Doril Sanders’s 
military service, residents there gathered some Army uniforms 
and made an “Administrator Sanders Military Pumpkin.”  To top 
it off, they were able to get their own uniforms to wear, and pre-
sented Administrator Sanders Military Pumpkin a certificate of 
achievement.  

Building 33 and Building 90 also had lighthearted themes.  Both 
of them put up scenes of a favorite fall pastime – football.  Build-
ing 90 set up a scene with a New Orleans Saints football helmet 
and a Green Bay Packers helmet getting ready to go head-to-
head with each other.  Building 33 made up a whole football 
player, but instead of a helmet, their pumpkin was turned into a 

giant football that sat on top of their player.  

Building 41 went the creepy route, with a pair of pumpkins 
that got turned into both Frankenstein’s monster and his bride.  
Buildings 48 and 31 followed suit with the creepiness.  Their 
pumpkin ended up as part of a giant spider web in “Adams Inn 
Spider Den.”

Residents and staff of Madison Inn, Buildings 28 and 34, came 
up with a unique way to use their pumpkins. Instead of mak-
ing up a frightening decoration, they used theirs to take a stand 
against cancer.

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month, and residents and 
staff took the initiative to have their own awareness walk.  They 
made sure that anyone who wanted to participate could, with 
staff helping push along those residents who use wheelchairs 
to get around.  To tie things together with the Halloween and 
pumpkin decorating theme, they decided to go with the theme of 
“Madison Inn Screaming Out Breast Cancer.”

JAQUITH NURSING HOME RESIDENTS GET IN HALLOWEEN SPIRIT
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B-46 - Most Creative

B-40 - Most Resident Involvement

B-29 - Best Presentation


