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MISSISSIPPI STATE HOSPITAL NAMES 2010 EMPLOYEES OF THE YEAR

WHITFIELD—Mississippi State Hospital recognized all of its 2010 employees of the month last 
week, but three of them walked away with top honors after being named the 2010 employees of the 
year.

One employee from each of the hospital’s service areas was named Employee of the Year.  Clara 
Burrell of Pearl was named the Direct Care Services Employee of the Year, Essie Frazier of Jackson 
received the Support Services Employee of the Year and Wonda McKie of Jackson is the Licensed 
Clinical Services Employee of the Year for 2010.

“This is a very special group of people, and they have distinguished themselves in many different 
ways,” MSH Director James G. Chastain said at the reception on Friday, Feb. 11.  “They are 
optimistic, they are problem solvers and they are folks who go out of their way to be helpful to the 
people around them.  They know their jobs, they do their jobs well, and they’re the people we like to 
see coming in our direction.”

Amy Whitten, of The Whitten Group, was the keynote speaker for the event.  An attorney, law 
professor and management consultant, Whitten had some choice remarks for all of the honorees as 
well.

“What you have done for all of us with your work over the past year is create a living picture on the 
canvas of this hospital of what really great public service looks like,” she said.  

“I want to thank you for being so good at the work that you do.  Congratulations.”

The MSH Employee of the Year program is sponsored by Friends of Mississippi State Hospital, Inc., 
a non-profit organization dedicated to educating the public about mental illness and the needs of the 
mentally ill.  

MSH, a facility of the Mississippi Department of Mental Health, was founded in 1855 and facilitates improvement in the quality of life 
for Mississippians who are in need of mental health, chemical dependency or nursing home services, by rehabilitating to the least 
restrictive environment, utilizing a range of psychiatric and medical services, which reflect the accepted standard of care and are in 
compliance with statutory and regulatory guidelines. The hospital is accredited by the Joint Commission.
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PHOTO ATTACHED: Pictured are (l to r) Amy Whitten, Mississippi State Hospital 2010 
Employees of the Year Essie Frazier, Clara Burrell and Wonda McKie, MSH Director James 
G. Chastain and Friends of MSH President Bill Bobbs.  


