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22ND ANNUAL SERENDIPITY ART SHOW SET FOR SEPTEMBER 1

WHITFIELD—Mississippi State Hospital (MSH) will host its 22nd annual Serendipity art exhibit
and silent auction Thursday, Sept. 1 from 11:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. at Building 71 on the hospital’s 
Whitfield campus.

The public is invited to view drawings, paintings, ceramics and other artwork created by MSH 
patients, nursing home residents and individuals served in the community. The artwork will be 
available for sale through silent auction, with proceeds going to the individual artists.  Last year, a 
record 542 visitors and raised almost $6,000 for the patients, residents and those served in the 
community.  As usual, nearly all of the 346 pieces on display went home with someone.

While the hundreds of visitors every year enjoy the work, the patients who contributed to the show 
undoubtedly get the most fulfillment from seeing their work on display and appreciated by so many.

“We’re excited the public has an opportunity to view the work created by our patients and residents 
here, but we’re even more glad to see the sense of accomplishment in them as they see their work 
appreciated by so many people,” MSH Art Services Director Evelyn Bates said.

All of the art on display in Serendipity shows the varied lessons taught by MSH Art Services to 
patients and residents for therapeutic or cognitive lessons.  Art Services instructors can teach in 
group or individual lessons, helping to increase creative processes and self-expression in addition to 
fostering an understanding of art materials and methods.  The end result is that patients often 
enhance their self-esteem as they learn new abilities, increase their motor skills, and develop new 
communication skills.  

“Last week one of the ladies I teach said that making the artwork made her feel good about herself,” 
Bates said.  “Another one said it was calming. A patient recently told me that art was her favorite 
class and that art-making was a good way for her to express how she feels when she can't find the 
words to say it otherwise.”

Those wishing to view Serendipity artwork may do so by visiting www.msh.state.ms.us.  For more 
information, call MSH Public Relations at (601) 351-8018.

MSH, a facility of the Mississippi Department of Mental Health, was founded in 1855 and facilitates improvement in the 
quality of life for Mississippians who are in need of mental health, chemical dependency or nursing home services, by 
rehabilitating to the least restrictive environment, utilizing a range of psychiatric and medical services, which reflect the
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accepted standard of care and are in compliance with statutory and regulatory guidelines. Accredited by JCAHO, MSH 
is the largest hospital in Mississippi and the largest public psychiatric facility in the United States.
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Serendipity 1 – Patients in MSH Art Services not only learn painting and drawing techniques, 
but ceramics as well.  

Serendipity 2 – Pieces on display at Serendipity will be in a variety of different media, and 
range from landscapes and still life to portraits and abstract pieces.  


