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FARMER JIM NEAL GOLF TOURNAMENT CELEBRATES A SUCCESSFUL 10TH YEAR

WHITFIELD—Twenty-nine teams hit the greens on Friday, May 20 at Whisper Lake Country Club 
in Madison for the Farmer Jim Neal Golf Tournament, benefiting Friends of Mississippi State 
Hospital.

In its milestone tenth year, the annual event ended up grossing $40,000 that will help improve the 
lives of patients and residents at Mississippi State Hospital.  The tournament is named after Farmer 
Jim Neal, a former legislator and Mississippi radio personality who valued community service and 
was a longtime supporter of Mississippi State Hospital.  

“We want to thank everyone for their participation, and especially the Neal family for continuing to 
let us honor Farmer Jim, his life and his service to his community,” Mississippi State Hospital 
Director James Chastain said.  “We’re already looking forward to next year.”

The funds raised through the tournament benefit Friends of Mississippi State Hospital.  Since its 
inception in 1987, Friends of MSH has been dedicated to providing programs and activities that 
enrich the lives of people living with mental illnesses and those in long-term care at the hospital.

“I assure you that the money raised here today will make a difference in many people’s lives,”
Chastain said.

He also thanked the sponsors of the tournament, BankPlus, Valley Services and Mississippi Hospital 
Association.  All three have been long-time sponsors of the event, and their continued support has 
enabled it to grow over the past decade.  

MSH, a facility of the Mississippi Department of Mental Health, was founded in 1855 and facilitates improvement in the quality of life 
for Mississippians who are in need of mental health, chemical dependency or nursing home services, by rehabilitating to the least 
restrictive environment, utilizing a range of psychiatric and medical services, which reflect the accepted standard of care and are in 
compliance with statutory and regulatory guidelines. The hospital is accredited by the Joint Commission.
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PHOTO ATTACHED: Members of the Neal family present a check to Mississippi State 
Hospital Director James G. Chastain, Friends of MSH President Joel Ross, and Valley Services 
Executive Vice President George Ardelean.  The 10th Farmer Jim Neal Golf Tournament was 
Friday, May 20.  The tournament is named after former legislator Farmer Jim Neal, who was
an advocate for MSH patients and residents.  


