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MISSISSIPPI STATE HOSPITAL HONORS VETERANS AND MILITARY SERVICE 
MEMBERS

WHITFIELD—Mississippi State Hospital patients, residents and staff gathered on Wednesday, May 
25 to pay tribute to those service men and women who have served and continued to serve in the 
United States military.

Boy Scout Troop 30 from St. Richard Catholic Church served as the color guard for the recognition, 
and guest speaker Micah D. Taylor, a licensed master social worker and member of the Army 
National Guard, spoke about not just her experiences in Iraq, but also about what Memorial Day 
means to her.  She said the meaning of the holiday often changes over time for people – what may be 
a fun family barbecue to a child turns to a more somber, meaningful reflection for those who have 
left childhood behind.

“I’m able to look back and reflect on my grandfather, and how much he meant to me, seeing a 
picture of him in his service uniform,” she said.  “He changed my life.”

Her family’s long history of military service inspired her to join up, which she did in 1998.  She has 
since served two tours in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom, first deployed in 2004-2005 to 
Baghdad as a Military Police Platoon Leader and in 2009-2010 to Mosul, Iraq as the 114th Military 
Police commander from Clinton.  There she was responsible for more than 170 soldiers and for 
conducting training with the Iraqi police force.  She now serves other veterans through her advocacy 
and counseling role at the Jackson Vet Center.

She led the crowd in the oath of service that military members take and encouraged everyone to 
think about those words, what they mean to those in the military, and to make sure friends and 
neighbors know the reason for the Memorial Day holiday. 

“Think about those soldiers who are defending our freedom, and welcome them home,” she said.  
“Honor them, and educate those around you.”

MSH, a facility of the Mississippi Department of Mental Health, was founded in 1855 and facilitates improvement in the 
quality of life for Mississippians who are in need of mental health, chemical dependency or nursing home services, by 
rehabilitating to the least restrictive environment, utilizing a range of psychiatric and medical services, which reflect the 
accepted standard of care and are in compliance with statutory and regulatory guidelines. The hospital is accredited by 
the Joint Commission.
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PHOTO ATTACHED:

PHOTO 1:  Members of St. Richard Catholic Church’s Boy Scout Troop #30 acted as the color 
guard for Mississippi State Hospital’s recognition of Memorial Day.  Patients and residents 
gathered to honor those who have served in the country’s military on Wednesday, May 25.

PHOTO 2:  Pictured are (l to r) Jaquith Nursing Home Director Marc Lewis and Micah 
Taylor.  Taylor is a licensed master social worker, as well as a veteran who has served in two 
tours in Iraq, who was the guest speaker at the Mississippi State Hospital Memorial Day 
ceremony.  She currently serves other veterans through her advocacy and counseling role at 
the Jackson Vet Center


